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To all 

Background 
Southampton district has a 24 hour, mixed use city centre surrounded by a vast geographical 
spread of residential areas. Operationally this imposes significant demands upon emergency 
services and the wider partnership 

The demands of policing the Night Time Economy (NTE) within Southampton place a heavy 
demand on the police and Southampton City Council (SCC). This in terms of resources to 
minimise the effects of drink related crime and disorder and ensure public safety, 
conservative estimates placed the financial burden of policing the NTE alone at £1.6 million 
per annum (Annexe 1 – LNL report 2013) 

Operation Erwood is an ongoing police campaign to cut alcohol fuelled crime and disorder in 
Southampton and reduce the burden on public health, it is supported by Southampton Safe 
City Partnership (SCP) covering a wide spectrum of partners, stakeholders and voluntary 
services 

There are a significant number of persons who live outside the city, visiting attractions such 
as the theatre, restaurants and shopping complexes beyond the NTE in Southampton 

The successful and vibrant NTE in Southampton attracts tourists, local residents and 
students into the licensed venues. There are 5 distinct Night Time Economy (NTE) zones, 
(Annexe 2 – Basic maps of NTE zones) 

The impact of the NTE has historically has imposed a disproportionately negative impact on 
crime and disorder levels within the Southampton district and those 5 NTE zones. Post 2008 
a vast investment from police and partners in resources has significantly reduced these 
levels, including the introduction of the Cumulative Impact Policy (CIP) zones within the SCC 
Statement of Licensing policy  
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Figures from Hampshire Constabulary RMS business objects 01/04/2014-31/03/2015 
(b) Research & Analysts 2014/15 document 
(Annexe 5 – Research & Analysts 2014/15 document) 
 
Also refer to annexe 2 on how this document was prepared and the reports limitations, which 
will not give a 100% accurate account of all crime and ASB linked to the NTE 
 
The figures in (a) from RMS / Business objects are more accurate, the reports explore 
aspects around aggravating factors such as weapons used and what proportion were alcohol 
related.  
 
The key trends around geographical locations are mirrored in this report identified 
specifically; 
 
• 1940 occurrences (not just violence offences) between 01/04/14 and 31/03/15 linked to 

the NTE bus/org (whole Southampton district ) occurring between 1900 and 0700hrs 
• 739 (38%) relate to violent crimes which occurred during NTE hours.  634 of these 

occurrences occurred in a public place 
• Southampton Central sector records the highest number of violent crime offences, 605 

(82%) of all incidents within Southampton.  
• Half of the NTE violent crime (368) occurred in the Bargate beat. 205 (56%) of these 

incidents occurred on a Saturday and Sunday; the majority of offences taking place 
between the hours of 0000 and 0500hrs. In this beat, the zones that experienced the 
highest number of violent crime were West Quay Road/ Leisure World (zone 5) and 
Above Bar/ Vincents Walk (zone 2). 

• Bevois beat experienced the second highest number of violent crime offences during this 
period, with 233 occurrences. 174 (47%) of these occurrences took place between Friday 
and Sunday, with a peak timeframe between 2200 and 0500 hours. Within this beat zone 
1 (London Road/Bedford Place) experienced the highest number of violent crime 

• 17 incidents (2%) were flagged as serious violence, with 9 being linked to a license 
premises 

• Bevois beat had the highest number of incidents involving serious violence (11), with 3 
occurring at  in Zone 1 London Road/Bedford Place 

 
(c) Sexual Offences & Robbery within the NTE 
 
• Sexual offences and robbery offences during NTE hours in 2014/15 account for 3% (58) 

of all occurrences  
 

• Sexual offences: 30 of the 58 incidents are sexual offences 
• 11 sexual offences are linked to license premises - 3 at  and 

2 at  
• 13 sexual offences occurred in Bargate beat, primarily around Above 

Bar/Vincents Walk (zone 2) 
• 8 are linked to Bevois beat; 3 in Bevois Valley/St Marys and 2 in London 

Road/Bedford Place 
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• 239 (73%) ASB incidents occurred within the Southampton Central sector – 142 in Bargate and 
97 in Bevois beat.  

• When the types of ASB reported in Southampton Central are reviewed, 183 (77%) 
relate to Rowdy & Inconsiderate behaviour. 

• The majority of reports in Bargate beat are linked to Above Bar Street and West Quay 
Road.  

• In Bevois beat, reports are concentrated around London Road/Bedford Place/Lower 
Banister Street and Vernon Walk. St Mary’s Road, primarily around  

 is also a problem location for ASB 
 

 
 
 
[D] Conclusion  
 
[1] Existing CIP areas 
 
The presence of a vibrant NTE, in Southampton district, places a disproportionate burden on 
police and partnership resources 
 
The body of this report demonstrates that the analytical data demonstrates the peak impact 
times for demand on the Night Time Economy of Southampton, the statistics clearly show 
that there are definite peaks in crime and ASB at these times linked to the licensed venues 
operating in the city centre beyond midnight and also linked to NTE zones 
 
This is evidenced within the geographical, temporal and location trends. These show that 
Southampton central sector, which contains ALL five of the NTE zones, has the highest ‘total 
violence’ levels and its’ component beat areas also suffer ‘total violence’ levels to same 
extent as other sectors within the Southampton district 
 
The NTE continues to draw Police resources into the city centre to deal with violence and 
anti-social behaviour. London Road/Bedford Place (zone 1), West Quay Road/Leisure World 
(zone 5) and Above Bar/ Vincents Walk (zone 2) have been identified as the most 
problematic areas.  
 
The parameters of Zone 5 are primarily upon a large venue complex  and its 
component parts. This venue works proactively with police and partners to support the 
licensing objectives, it has a 3000 person capacity and has recently introduced 100% 
scanning as a condition of entry to enhance its operating practices 
 
While the NTE continues to exist, there will remain a need for police to resource the crime 
and ASB that results, the introduction and imminent implementation stage of the Late Night 
Levy within Southampton will help sustain the existing partnership resources that underpin 
the NTE infrastructure 
Recommend: This is persuasive argument to justify the existing 3 CIP areas being 
maintained 
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[2] Extending Bevois Valley CIP area 
 
The body of this report demonstrates that the Bevois Valley CIP needs to be extended to 
cover St Mary’s, the analysis shows increases within the Bevois beat around ‘total violence’, 
St Mary’s has also experienced the highest number of robberies of any beat within 
Southampton NTE zones with violence offences occurring inside or near the  
Recommend: This is persuasive argument to justify the extension of the Bevois valley CIP 
to include St Marys 
 
 
 
 
[3] Oxford Street 
 
The body of this report demonstrates that Oxford Street (Zone 3) does not experience NTE 
crime or ASB to the extent of other zones, this zone has a higher number of restaurants and 
attracts a different demography and age range of footfall compared to the other zones 
 
This zone doesn’t receive the same level of police and partnership presence, however, funds 
have been secured to introduce enhanced CCTV coverage within this zone 
Recommend: This is persuasive argument to justify NOT creating a CIP for Oxford Street 
 
[4] New Cultural Quarter 
 
The impact of the new cultural quarter on the NTE cannot be assessed at present, it is 
located at the heart of zone 2. There is early consultation on whether to relocate a taxi rank 
to this area due to the increased footfall levels (post opening of  nightclub) 
Recommend: Analyse impact of new Cultural Quarter on the NTE in next 12-18 months 
 
[5] Shirley High Street 
 
There has been a community priority within the Southampton West sector around Shirley 
High Street and its surrounding vicinity, this was also escalated to the Southampton Safe 
City Partnership (SCP). Concerns were focussed on the crime and ASB, linked to street 
drinkers and availability of cheap alcohol from the high concentration of its off licences. 
 
The levels of crime and ASB in this area has not reached the levels of the existing NTE 
zones, however, the Southampton West sector does experience the highest level of ASB 
within the district (32.44%) 
Recommend: Set up more bespoke search criteria to assess the impact of Shirely High 
Street and its surrounding vicinity, comparing its crime and ASB levels to existing CIP zones 
 
Submitted for your consideration 
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Inspector 2841 Justin Roberts,  
Force Licensing & Alcohol Harm Reduction Team, Hampshire Constabulary 
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